
he mighty oak tree is fea-
tured during the month of 

October, which in 2015, was pro-
claimed as Oak Awareness Month 
in Illinois. The focus on oak trees 
comes as a result of their decline in 
the state of Illinois. At one point in 
history, oak trees comprised 60% of 
the tree canopy in the Chicago area. 
Currently, only 5% of the region’s 
trees are oak trees. The oak tree 
plays a crucial role in our local ecosystems by providing food for more than 100 species of 
wildlife and shelter for birds and mammals. 

The Chicago Region Trees Initiative (CRTI) is the 
largest coalition in the country, working within 
seven counties and includes local organizations 
dedicated to growing a healthier and more diverse 
regional forest.  The CRTI is leading the campaign 
during the month of October to bring awareness 
to the importance of protecting our oak trees. 
State-wide events include wine tastings, wood-
land walks, restoration camping events and oak 
tree planting days.
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all season plantings offers some advantages which spring 
does not. Our temperatures are typically moderate to cool 
which reduces the chance of the trees being stressed by ex-

treme heat. As trees prepare for winter, energy is no longer put into 
top growth. Energy usage is focused underground on root growth. 
When the air temperature is cooler than the soil, new root growth 
is encouraged. Also, our fall rains help establish their root systems; 
however, keep in mind, trees need to be watered up until the ground 
freezes, especially evergreen trees. If we experience a drier than nor-
mal fall season, a little help from the tree owner providing supple-
mental water may be required.

Spring usually comes with regular rainfall which aids in growth and 
helps to ease the responsibility of the homeowner having to water 
the tree. Unfortunately, sometimes the rains are so generous, rain-
fall can make the soils to wet to plant. This past spring season is a 
perfect example! Spring is often sought after as the selection of trees 
in which to choose from, is often the greatest. Keep in mind, trees 
do prefer being in the ground. The longer a tree sits above ground 
at a nursery waiting to be purchased and planted, there is a greater 
potential there is to experience stress.
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If the decision has been made and you are ready to plant a tree, so 
are we!  No time like the present to reach out to a Certified Arborist 
and get the process started.  

Anne Dalrymple,
Board Certified Master Arborist, IL-4275BT

R oot Collar Excavation (RCE) is the process of excavating 
the soil from around the trunk of a tree to inspect the root 

collar. This is done to investigate for decay, to see if a tree was plant-
ed too deep or to inspect to see if the tree has girdling root issues. 
Girdling roots are misdirected roots that grow around or across the 
tree trunk or other roots causing tree health issues.

Often, if homeowners are seeing issues with the leaves showing early 
fall colors or decline in the crown, it might be a sign to inspect the 
roots. If the tree was planted too deep, the roots will circle around 
the trunk of the tree. These roots restrict the movement of water and 
nutrients to the leaves as they put pressure on the trunk. Though the 
tree will still grow, it will not be as strong. 

Root Collar Excavation is used to thoroughly examine roots and de-
termine the best plan of action to get your tree healthy and thriving 
once again. The best tool to perform RCE is an AirSpade. The Air-
Spade uses compressed air to remove dirt and debris from around 
the base of the tree while reducing the risk of injuring large roots 
and tree trunks.

Once these girdling roots have been exposed, an arborist can use a 
variety of tools to remove as many of these roots as needed. After-
wards it is recommended to apply a Plant Growth Regulator into the 
exposed trench and then to properly apply a layer of mulch around 
the base of the tree.  Ben Deutsch,

Plant Health Care Manager, IL-1794A



A s we dive into fall, we will soon 
begin to see the leaves change 

to a toasty brown, orange, yellow and 
red. But that’s usually the only colors 
we see throughout the changing sea-
sons here in Illinois. The Eucalyptus 
deglupta or the Rainbow Eucalyptus 
tree is the most vibrant and colorful 
tree in the northern hemisphere. 

Instead of the leaves changing color 
through the seasons, we see the bark 
peel back revealing a bright green col-
or inside. It then darkens and matures 
showing colors of blue, pastel purple, 
a bright orange, and maroon tones. 
The Rainbow Eucalyptus is the only 
Eucalyptus species found naturally in 
the Northern Hemisphere and is cul-
tivated around the world. It is mainly 
used as pulpwood for papermaking 
and for ornamental purposes. 

As much as we would love to have 
this beautiful tree in our backyard, 
the inconsistent rain and frosty win-
ters of Illinois might not be the most 
suitable conditions for this tree. Rain-
bow Eucalyptus trees require full sun 
exposure, as well as very moist soil 
and warm conditions. Once planted, 
the tree grows approximately three 
feet every season without any supple-
mental fertilizer and requires a lot of 
rainfall. This tree originated from the 
Philippines and due to its populari-
ty, it can be found in southern Texas, 
Florida, and California. It might not 
look as bright as its native siblings, but 
it’s definitely a tree worth seeing.  

Karina Herrera,
Plant Health Care Dept.

Reference:  Sen Nag, Oishimaya. “What Is The Rainbow Eucalyptus?” WorldAtlas, Apr. 25, 2017, 
worldatlas.com/articles/what-is-the-rainbow-eucalyptus.html.




