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APPLYING KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE PRODUCES RESULTS

630.293.5444

“He is very  
knowledgeable and  

was very patient with  
my questions  
and concerns.” 

Lucas K. (Elburn)

“I will continue to  
recommend your company  
for the quality work your 

people do and more  
importantly for the  
integrity shown…” 

John R. (Roselle)

“Kramer has great name  
recognition in the Glen Ellyn 
area, because of their high 

quality work, and their  
competent, professional  

team workers.“ 

Suzanne W. (Glen Ellyn)

Y
 
ou may have received a proposal 
from your Kramer Tree Certified 

Arborist, giving you the option of performing 
the proposed work during the winter months 
when the trees are dormant. The dormant 
season refers to the time after the leaves have 
fallen in autumn and before the new leaves 
emerge in the spring. Our dormant season 
services afford you the advantage of 
discounted costs as we offer a 15% savings on 
tree pruning, removal or cable bracing. 

Why discount our winter work? To start, 
our climbers can work more efficiently as they 
do not contend with heavy limbs full of leaves. 
In addition, time spent on clean-up is reduced, 
due to the lack of leaves to rake and haul away. 
This means reduced job costs which we 
believe should be passed onto the client.  

Also, the dormant season is an excel-
lent time to have the structural aspect of 
trees inspected. Our ISA Certified 

Arborists® can identify and propose recom-
mendations for splits, cracks, or other struc-
tural defects they may see.  

Mother Nature can be as challenging to 
plan our work load as it is in the spring, so 
by accepting the 15% discount you allow us 
the flexibility to schedule the project 
between December 1st through March. 
Contact our office today to have your 
Kramer Tree Certified Arborist assess your 
property for winter work or approve your 
winter discounted proposal. 

Winter Discount 

KRAMER TREE SPECIALISTS

trunkline

I  
t was difficult to say goodbye to our 
friend, colleague and the company’s 

owner, Joe Kramer, who passed away 
peacefully at his home on May 9th, 2018. 
Joe is survived by his two sons Todd and 
Jeff Kramer. 

Joe loved his family, friends, employees, 
career in arboriculture, pets, and golf. His 
fire and passion that he exuded when he 
would speak with you about anything was 
infectious and gratifying. He was one of the 
hardest working, caring and respectful 
human beings that you could have ever met. 

Joe founded and 
helped build one 
of the largest 
family-owned 
arboriculture 
companies in the 
state of Illinois 
and the US.   

Our dear friend, you will always be 
with us and in your name we will continue 
to empower others to be the caretaker of 
their trees! 

in Memoriam...
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G 
etting those yellows and reds 
before the end of summer or earlier 

than you have in the past should cause you 
some concern. Early colors are the trees way 
of letting you know that something is 
wrong and that the tree is being stressed.  

Some causes are as simple as lack of water. 
This past summer with the high heat and lack 
of rain has stressed out many un-watered 
trees. The easiest and quickest fix for this is to 
make sure that your trees are getting at least 
1” of water per week. We recommend doing 
this until the ground freezes. 

Other stressors which usually require 
professional intervention are compacted  

 
soil, girdling 
roots, construc-
tion damage or 
old pest 
damage. The 
good news is 
that these items 
are also all 
treatable. If you think your tree might be 
experiencing stress, please give us a call so 
we can set up a time to have your ISA 
Certified Arborist® stop out and let you 
know what is going on. 

Ben Deutsch 
Plant Health Care Manager

PHC CORNER: STRESSED TREES 

Who doesn’t love all the beautiful 
colors of fall? I know I do. 

…message from our Board Certified Master Arborist 

W 
hile we seek the warmth of our 
homes during the cold winter 

months, deer and small woodland animals 
are busy foraging for food. Deeper into the 
dormant season, scarcer nuts and seeds 
become; twigs, bark, flower buds and stems 
soon become their food source. This feeding 
can be very damaging to woody ornamen-
tals and trees. 

Mice and voles are quite troublesome 
for home landscapes. Beneath leaf litter and 
the snowline, mice gnaw on tree trunks and 
tops of roots which go undetected until the 
snow melts or spring clean-up of planting 
beds begin. This damage results in a slow 
decline of health which can lead to 
plant/tree death. Normally, rabbits prefer 
grasses and clover to feast upon; however, 
when snow is present, they turn to eating 
twigs, buds and bark. They feed no more 
than two feet above the ground or at snow 
level which can severely reduce a plant’s size. 
Rabbits are aggressive eaters and when 
starving, they are quick to girdle or seriously 
damage trees and shrubs in just a matter of 
days. “Deer browsing” is the feeding on 
leaves, twigs and buds of woody plants. 
Browsing can occur throughout the year 

though becomes most noticeable in the 
winter months when other food is less avail-
able. A starving deer will eat anything as 
hunger will overcome a bad taste or fear. 
One adult deer can consume up to four 
pounds of woody twigs a day! 

Steps can be taken now to protect your 
landscape before the frigid weather becomes 
too great. Reduce areas for nesting by 
ridding of protective coverings such as leaf 
litter and brush piles is a good start. Grasses 
and other vegetation within two feet of 
young trees and shrubs should be cut short. 
Pull back mulch roughly 6” – 12” around the 
base of trees and shrubs so it is not directly 
piled up against the plant. 

Physical barriers are  
also an option. For small trees,  
plastic tree guards are effective. With larger 
plant material, several layers of burlap or one-
quarter inch chicken wire is effective. A 
cylinder larger than the tree trunk or shrub 
with no gaps between the cylinder and the 
ground for animals to crawl under (stakes are 
helpful to keep it anchored) is recommended. 
Extending the barrier 2” – 3” below the 
ground is even better, as it will ensure mice 
and voles do not tunnel underneath towards 
roots. The height of the barrier should start at 
two feet in height extending even taller 
depending on anticipated snowfall, as rabbits 
will just feed where the snow line sits.  
Fencing to protect from deer needs to be a bit 
more aggressive and should be at last eight 
feet in height and sturdy.   

Lastly, if physical barriers are too labor 
intensive or expensive, repellents can be 
considered. Remember, a repellent is not a 
poison, it simply makes the plant taste or 
smell bad to animal.  Repellents may need to 
be reapplied if wet weather persists. If you 
should have questions regarding plant 
protection, please feel free to contact us. 

Anne Dalrymple 
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist, IL-4275BT

“You rackin’ frackin’ varmint!” 
YOSEMITE SAM 

Holiday Lighting
I

 
t’s hard to believe, but fall  
is here and we’ve already  

started installation of larger holiday  
lighting projects. How do you plan on  
decorating your property this year?  

We take great pride in helping spread 
holiday cheer with our custom lighting 

designs. There are 
many lighting  
styles and  
techniques to  
choose from.  
Contact our office  
for more  
information or  
to get you started. 
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Cercidiphyllum Japonicum 

S 
itting right outside our office 
window is a beautiful ten-year 

old Katsura tree whose summer blue-
green colored leaves will soon be 
changing to a rich buttery yellow and 
apricot color. Along with the color 
change, we will be graced with the 
Katsura’s sweet sugar and cinnamon 
fragrance; some may call cotton candy 
or burnt toffee. The richly colored, 
heart-shaped leaves have formed an 
attractive pyramid over the years and 
soon will fall like confetti, reminding 
us that summer has passed and it’s 
almost time for hot apple cider and 
pumpkin bread. 

The Katsura tree has been an excellent 
shade tree providing year around 
interest of color. Now is the time to 
envision your next year’s landscape 
with this colorful specimen. Like the 
birch tree, the Katsura must only be 
dug for planting in the spring and 
requires well drained, rich and moist 
soil. These trees prefer either full sun or 
light shade and are pollution tolerant. 
If allowed to grow as a multi-trunked 
specimen, the Katsura will be as wide 
as they are tall, making them ideal for 
planting near a patio. 

F E A T U R E D  T R E E  O F  T H E  S E A S O N  

K A T S U R A  

what YOU can find online: 

KTS Family Picnic: 
In September, we hosted our 2nd 
Annual KTS Family Picnic. Over 100 
family and friends were in attendance. 
We enjoyed great weather, delicious 
lunch by Taquizas Rubio and lots of fun. 

The bounce house, piñata and giant 
Jenga® were a big hit, but the high-
light was the dunk tank! Many took 
turns dunking teammates (managers 
included) while raising money for the 
Northern IL Food Bank.   

To see more pictures from the party, 
go to our Facebook page.  

We’re already looking forward to 
next year’s party! 

Our website is now mobile device 
friendly. Check it out and let us know 

what you think? 

Are you on Instagram? We are! Follow 
us here: kramertreekts 

The gorgeous Asian Katsura is not native 
to North America. With proper fertiliza-
tion, mulch and water, this disease-resis-
tant and pest-free tree may provide up to 
50 years of stunning beauty. The shade 
from a Katsura keeps energy costs in our 
homes to a minimum, especially after this 
past summer being one of the hottest on 
record. Since the Katsura does not have 
invasive tendencies, we won’t likely see it 
displacing native trees and shrubs in 
natural areas. Like many deciduous trees 
in the Midwest, it is sensitive to frost and 
does drop its leaves once cold tempera-
tures arrive. With its light brown textured 
bark, small flowers blooming in March 
and heart-shaped leaves, the Katsura has 
not been classified as ornamental; 
however, it has been said that beauty lies 
in the eyes of the beholder, and that may 
just hold very true for the Katsura.  

With proper plant health care as 
mentioned above, our patio Katsura will 
be providing lovely colors, fragrances and 
shade on our patio for quite some time. If 
you find yourself near our office in West 
Chicago later this fall, please stop by. 

Renee Sternberg 
Plant Health Care Department

E-Corner
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