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applying knowledge & experience produces results

630.293.5444

Retreat

Rest

Reflect

I t means that we, at Kramer Tree Special-
ists, Inc., provide our clients with vali-

dation of excellence in performance and
safety standards in the tree care industry.
Working with a TCIA accredited business is
a great place to start no matter what type of
tree care you need. TCIA accredited busi-
nesses are professionally reviewed companies
that exhibit the highest industry qualifica-
tions.  Some of the necessary requirements
needed to obtain accreditation are:

• Current General Liability &
Workman’s Compensation insurance,
along with vehicle insurance

• On-site audit by TCIA to review the
company’s standards, safety practices,
employee manuals, qualified equip-
ment and personnel

• A 63 point checklist for implementa-
tion to safeguard TCIA compliance 

• Comprehensive review of the
company’s safety history to ensure
worker and client safety

• Review of consumer complaints and
satisfaction rating

When hiring KTS (a TCIA accredited
company), you are secure in knowing we
demonstrate the necessary skills to safely and
efficiently handle all of your tree care needs.

at being said, when a truck pulls into
your driveway and you are approached by

someone saying they
are working in your
area and can give you a
great price on removing
your enormous dying
pine tree, ask yourself, “Does this company
have the credentials and accountability to
perform the work without property damage
or personal injury?” Do they have the ability
to deal with those issues, should they
occur?” Keep in mind that a TCIA accred-
ited tree care company is legally obligated to
stand behind its work. Don’t be blind-sided
by a company that may misclassify workers,
accepts only cash or finds other unethical
ways to offer low costs to the consumer.  

Our reputation is what sets us apart
from our competitors and we stand behind
our ability to provide the security to our
clients knowing that we extend the highest
level of training to our employees. We
follow the mission of TCIA by exemplifying
great work ethics, quality workmanship and
consumer confidence verification. Call us
today to have your ISA Certified Arborist®
visit your property and assess your trees, as
we have the credentials and accountability
to get the job done right!

Natalie Popek
Clerical Office Assistant

What does a TCIA Accredited
Company mean to the Consumer…

www.kramertree.com

“as usual, your crew did an excellent job, explained what they
were going to do and they were extremely pleasant as well.”

Karen O. (Warrenville)



Root development is a direct rela-
tionship to the environment in

which they grow. Roots have much to say if
a little time is taken to listen. Never do they
lie. Too many times roots are to blame for
causing a problem when really they are
revealing something that was already there.
Knowing the basic needs of roots is the key
in understanding what they are saying.

A common example of tree roots
unfairly being blamed involve underground
infrastructure. Certain trees have been
given a bad name because of their “aggres-
sive” root systems or being “invasive”;
having a tendency to clog sewer pipes or
crack foundations.  Roots do not cause
damage to pipes or foundations, but will not
hesitate to exploit on structural integrity
loss.  Tree roots do not grow towards
anything in particular, but are opportunists
following the path of least resistance.  

ere are three (3) basic requirements
needed for root growth; water, oxygen and
porosity (space for root expansion, also serves
as an area for oxygen and water.) Remember,
roots do not seek out areas offering these
conditions; rather they become prolific in 

areas with these conditions.  
Urban development alters our soils by

removing necessary organic material, strip-
ping away much of the desirable topsoil and
compacting what is le. e result is
damaging to a tree; limiting oxygen avail-
ability, minimizing water infiltration and
retention, and restricting root growth.
When a crack in a pipe occurs, growing
conditions are changed. Root growth will
continue in the surrounding soil, but these
new conditions become more suitable for
prolific root growth. Pipes oen produce
condensation, providing periodic moisture.
With a crack, it may now be slowly drip-
ping; providing a constant source of water.
e crack has now become a source of
oxygen and open space for root elongation.
Roots are incapable of causing mechanical
damage through growth. However, if
damage is present, roots will likely take
advantage and do what they are
programmed to do – GROW!

e easy solution is to blame the tree,
curse the roots and “roto rooter” the pipe. In
time, roots will regrow, the situation will
repeat itself, and subsequent “roto rooter-

ing” will be needed requiring more
resources spent. Most everything has a “life
span” and chances are the cracked pipe has
reached it. Advancements are always being
made. New materials are available which are
better in resisting rusting, cracking, and
degradation, helping to increase durability
and extend life spans. Whether the tree is
taking advantage of an existing crack or not,
pipe replacement is inevitable. Listen to
what the roots are saying, the crack is there
and it is not going to go away. Rather than
repeatedly applying resources to a problem
that will continue to have the same conse-
quences, replace the pipe.  Trees can coexist
cooperatively with the urban environment.
As with any conflict, finding the resolution
begins with hearing both sides of the story.

Anne Dalrymple
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist, IL-4275BT

applying knowledge & experience produces results

Many people do not realize that the fall season is actu-
ally a great time to treat for next year’s pests.

Although most insects emerge in the spring, KTS does many fall
insecticide applications to lessen the chance of infestation the
following year. If you experienced a pest problem this past spring
or summer, proactive fall treatments will help you keep
persistent spring insects at bay.

You might doubt the effectiveness of a fall season insecticide treat-
ment, considering our severe winters, but there are applications that
can be successfully applied in the fall for protection the following
year. One such chemical is Imidacloprid, which binds tightly to soil,
stays in the soil without degrading and is water soluble enough that
a tree can take it up once the ground thaws in the spring.

Fall season applications are especially important for pests that
emerge in early spring. It’s imperative that the chemical is
already in the plant before the pests start feeding. Early spring
feeding insects that are best managed by a fall Imidacloprid
application include: aphids, sawflies, plant bugs, leaf miners,
several scale species and black vine weevil. Other insects that are 

controlled by Imida-
cloprid whether
applied in the
spring or fall
include: emerald ash
borer, two-lined
chestnut borer,
bronze birch borer,
leaf beetles such
as Japanese beetle,
honey locust plant bug, viburnum leaf beetle, lacebugs and
whiteflies.

Did your trees suffer from any of these pests this year? Did you
notice that your tree didn’t look quite right this season? It’s not
too late to have your ISA Certified Arborist® evaluate your trees
and provide control options. Call the PHC Department today
(630-562-0160) for more information. 

Ben Deutsch
Plant Health Care Manager, IL-1794A

PHC CORNER:

Preventing Spring Pests with Fall Treatments

…message from our Board Certified Master Arborist

Getting to the Root of the Problem   
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Catalpa Speciosa

European settlers first cultivated the
Northern Catalpa in 1754 using the
wood for fence posts and railroad ties
because of its resistance to rot and fast
growth rate. In the 1870s, railroad
companies planted over two and a half
million seedlings throughout Kansas
and Missouri as they saw the Catalpa as
solving specific problems in obtaining
railroad ties for new lines across the
Great Plains. Today, fishermen delight
finding a fishing hole with a Catalpa on
the shoreline as the Catalpa embraces
the best natural fish bait, the Catalpa
sphinx moth caterpillar. With its many
uses came many names such as the
cigar tree, Indian bean tree, Catawba,
caterpillar tree and Hardy Catalpa. 

The Catalpa may be considered a shade
tree, a flowering tree and an orna-
mental tree. From a distance, the
Catalpa has an eye-catching appearance
with its distinctive heart-shaped leaves
offering a popular shelter from wind
and rain for birds. In spring after the
third year of growth, the leaves are
covered with white and purple flowers,

F E A T U R E D  T R E E  O F  T H E  S E A S O N

N O R T H E R N  C A T A L P A

what YOU can find online:

Are you following 
Kramer Tree on Facebook®

or Twitter®?

We post a lot of great pictures, such

as the photos below, and interesting

videos of the work we conduct, but

also news and events involving all

aspects of the green industry. 

Additionally, our weekly “PHC on the

Lookout” blog is also posted and is

always worth the read.

KTS Production Arborist removing 

a dead cottonwood tree.

Artist conk

“i could not have asked for a more knowledgeable and efficient
crew. i was particularly pleased that they were careful to 
incorporate my needs and wants. cleanup was spotless!”

Judi D. (Downers Grove, IL)

resembling an orchid, but only for a
short time. Hummingbirds are frequent
visitors. With unique twisting branches
and trunk, the Catalpa is a tough,
adaptable tree that enjoys full sun or
partial shade and moist, deep, fertile
soil, but will tolerate drought as well as
poor, dry or compacted soil. 

The Catalpa is not ideal for every loca-
tion. Once the flower petals and elon-
gated seedpods fall from the tree, the
sidewalks and driveways become slip-
pery with debris. Planting a Catalpa
near a back property line or in a park
setting may be more appropriate.
Through the winter months, the
Catalpa presents a spartanly appearance
as the long seedpods add a note of
awareness to the winter silhouette. As
spring approaches, the task of raking up
the long seedpods can be cumbersome,
but with a little patience, the fragrant,
showy bell-shaped flowers and large
leaves will appear.

Renee Sternberg
Plant Health Care Department

E-Corner
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Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc.
300 Charles Court, West Chicago, IL 60185ASK ABOUT OUR

WINTER DISCOUNT

Online Payment Option

Follow Us on Facebook™

Review us on Yelp!™

Employment Opportunities
Posted on Website

Moving? Take us with you!
Contact our office with your new address so

we can assist you in caring for your trees!

630.293.5444

On the roadwithWoody…

Think ahead for the fun you can have this winter too and see trees in their dormancy! 
Visit your local forest preserve to ski, sled, snowshoe, ice fish and more! Enjoy the holiday lights in your

neighborhood like Larsen’s Light Show in Elburn or the River Road Exchange in Rosemont.

Coming February is the Old House New House Home Show at Pheasant Run in St. Charles.
Stop by our booth and say ‘hello’!

so many fall festivals
and activities...

Morton Arboretum
LISLE, IL

Scarecrow Trail
throughout October

Batfest
BATAVIA, IL
October 22

Pumpkin Fest
SYCAMORE, IL
October 26-30

Cantigy Park
WHEATON, IL

Family Night
October 21

Boo Bash
October 28
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