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40TH Anniversary

630.293.5444

Awaken

Thrive

Shine

Our family-
owned business

was started due to neces-
sity. We were in the
throes of a recession in
1973 that affected our
livelihood and future.
With that and some experience Joe received
from working with a tree care company, he
came home and said, “We can do this”, and
we did! In 1974, we received our business
license and Kramer Tree Specialists became
a reality- there was no turning back.

As we reach this 40th milestone of cele-
bration, we want to convey our heartfelt
appreciation to our loyal staff that stood by
us through some very rough times.  As a
family-owned business, we had to learn
early on that education, resilience and
persistence are the keys to success. Our
steadfast goals have held up over the years
to provide our clients with the highest
professional service standards in the
industry. The proof is in our clients and for
that, we are grateful.”

–Joe & Jan Kramer
“… Many years of sacrifice and determi-

nation, rolling up their sleeves to get the job
done, always with a high standard of excel-
lence, allowed my parents to attain this and
they garnered the wisdom of experience

because of this dedication.
That example and working
side by side with the most

skilled in the tree care industry provided me
with the foundation of a work ethic and
knowledge that has served me profoundly
over the last several decades.  This anniver-
sary honors my parents and all of those
who’ve since become part of the Kramer
Tree family.”

-Jeff Kramer
“40 years! Time does fly. Working in

the family business is all I’ve known. I
worked part-time during my school years
and started full-time in ‘89. Back then, our
“shop” was a semi-trailer on a gravel lot.
With the help of our staff believing in my
parents’ dream of being an industry leader,
we created a company with the values that
are required to provide a safe and efficient
service for our clients and for KTS
employees. Through hard work, education
and respect for ourselves and our clients, I
feel we’ve accomplished this. The next 40
years should be exciting.”

-Todd Kramer

This year marks the 40th Anniversary of Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc. Below you will find
pictures from the early years of KTS and shared
thoughts from Joe, Jan, Jeff and Todd Kramer. 

“



trunkline
04.14

Norway Spruce

With the harsh winter winds we experi-
enced, the Norway spruce is an excel-
lent option to consider in 2014
landscape planning.  With its branches
extending to the ground, a large root
system and tough flexible wood, this
spruce is known to live a very long life
providing windbreaks for over 100
years and in almost any kind of soil
that has a PH level of 7.5 or lower.

The Norway spruce grows well in hardi-
ness zones 2-7. The tree favors the
colder climates, but will tolerate
warmer regions too. Full sun and
adequate soil moisture is preferable for
optimum growth. Correct spacing of a
single windbreak row should be approx-
imately 8’ to 14’ apart, while a double
row can be up to 16’ apart.  

The shape of the Norway spruce is
similar to that of a pyramid and is a fast
growing evergreen of about 3‘ annually
with 1” long deep green needles,
lasting on the branches up to 10 years.
It has fewer fungal disease problems
than other spruce trees and fewer insect
pests, unless the Norway is stressed. 

Because of the striking appearance of the
Norway spruce, it is commonly used as a
specimen tree with its rich, deep green
shade and rapid growth. By keeping this
specimen tree planted in staggered rows,
it will provide an attractive method of
controlling the howling winter winds,
especially the chilling winds we have
experienced this winter season.

Renee Sternberg,
PHC Department  

APPLYING KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE PRODUCES RESULTS

F E A T U R E D  T R E E  O F  T H E  S E A S O N

“This is a great company-excellent work at a great price.”
~Miriam S. (Chicago)

“As of 2014, Kramer Tree is the custodian of our trees’ health” ~ Charlotte S. (Lisle)

Get a jumpstart this spring and stop leaf feeding and
wood boring insects before they have a chance to cause

severe damage later in the year. The Plant Health Care Depart-
ment offers an Imidacloprid soil application that controls many
area tree pests, including Japanese beetle, elm flea weevil,
honey locust plant bug, leaf miners and emerald ash borer. Our
applicators inject Imidacloprid into the soil around the tree.
The tree then absorbs the chemical through the roots and
carries it throughout the tree canopy. Insects that feed on the
tree later in the season ingest the chemical and die. 

Imidacloprid is an active ingredient found under a variety of
trade names, but keep in mind that Kramer Tree Specialists
uses a much higher strength of Imidacloprid than can be
purchased by homeowners. Plus, our trained and certified
applicators use all the proper equipment needed to complete
the application accurately, efficiently and safely.

Stop leaf feeding tree insects before they have a chance to
cause severe tree and shrub damage. Contact the PHC
Department and schedule your spring application today. 

Ben Deutsch, PHC Manager
Direct Phone#: 630-562-0160

PHC CORNER:

Jump Start Spring
Harold Hoover’s retirement is upon us.
After 15 years, his last day with KTS is May
9th. Harold is a Board Certified Master
Arborist, the highest level of certification
by the International Society of Arboricul-
ture (ISA). With fewer than 2% of all
Certified Arborists holding this position,
Harold is one of 18 in the state. That is

very impressive and to call him our own is an honor!

Harold has many great memories of working at KTS, but his
most gratifying moments are the Plant Health Care Monitor
visits. He would return to the site multiple times to follow-up
on the progress. He stated, “To see the beautification results is
amazing, because our system works!”

Harold has definitely put in his time and he leaves with many
to-do-lists in mind. Harold is looking forward to sleeping later,
traveling, working with his seedling planting non-profit organ-
ization, doing many household infrastructure projects AND not
having any particular agenda for the first year. He added
“Other than marriage, I cannot think of a single thing that
changes someone’s outlook, schedule, goals and lifestyle more

New Addition to Our Fleet: The Tracked Lift
The Tracked Lift was

acquired by KTS in
2013. This new piece of
equipment is very versatile
and can have a reach up to
90 feet. The uniqueness of
this machine is that it can
fit into spaces a bucket
truck or crane cannot, since
the width, when mobile, is
3’8”. It can set up on
uneven ground and is a
hybrid powered lift. The
Tracked Lift allows us to
remove or prune trees
more safely and efficiently.
Keep an eye out for it in
your neck of the woods.

than retirement.”

Harold states that “KTS has the best
people ever to work with and I am
grateful for the opportunity to fill a
particular niche.  I am proud to be a
part of a very generous company with
a state-of-the-art facility.”

His advice given to anyone wanting to
become an arborist is “that they need
to have an open mind to the tech-
niques and equipment available in
doing their job safely and to practice!”

His retirement is our loss, but a well-
deserved respite for him. We thank him
for his dedication, commitment and
expertise. We will miss Harold dearly
and wish him all the best!

Natalie Popek, 
Office Clerical Assistant

Turning Over a New Leaf

P I C E A  A L B E I S

Upcoming Events
Illinois Tree Climbing Competition is
scheduled for April 26th at Independence
Grove Forest Preserve in Libertyville.
Competition will commence at 8:30 a.m.
The KTS Grill Masters will be serving lunch
to ILTCC participants and available to
spectators. Come cheer on the climbers!

On May 17th, Blooming Fest will be held
in downtown West Chicago. This is a
family-friendly garden festival with plant
sales, craft show, music and food.  Visit
local vendors for special promotions and
sales. Come say hello to us at our booth!

E-Corner
Thank you to all that are following us on
Facebook! Keep an eye out for more
exciting videos and pictures of our team at
work! Be sure to check us out on Yelp and
leave a review of your experience working
with our team. Also, don’t forget about a
recent newcomer to the Social
Media world called Houzz. This is
a great site for finding qualified
contractors for your entire home
maintenance needs (Look us up!) 
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Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc.
300 Charles Court, West Chicago, IL 60185AUTHORIZE YOUR PHC

RENEWAL TODAY

Online Payment Option

Follow Us on Facebook™

Review us on Yelp!™

Like Us on Houzz™

Moving? Take us with you!
Contact our office with your new address so

we can assist you in caring for your trees!

Arbor Day is April 25th
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the publicity generated culti-
vated a sense of trust with the
public. More and more people
called H.E.L.P. knowing the
animals in need of rescuing
would be well taken care of and
adopted to loving homes.

Ruth received the license from
the Department of Agriculture in
June of 1982 as an official foster home for
animals. Ruth provided the cats in her care
with food, shelter and love. While at
Ruth’s home, she took the cats through a
process of socialization so that they would
get along with other cats in her care and
be transformed into adoptable pets.

Ruth has since retired her home for
fostering, but still keeps in contact with
H.E.L.P. These days, Ruth shares her time
with Siamese cats Chewbacca and Trinket

Ruth is a KTS client and long-time
Geneva Township resident. She was

one of the founders of H.E.L.P. (Homes for
Endangered and Lost Pets).  H.E.L.P. is an
all volunteer not-for-profit organization
in the Fox Valley area, providing medical
care and safe environments while finding
quality adoptive homes for animals.
H.E.L.P. also believes in educating the
public on how to reduce the number of
strays, as well as how to provide a quailty
life for pets. Creating this organiziation
was in response to Kane County not
having an Animal Shelter within the
Animal Control department. Ruth felt she
and her fellow volunteers could fill this
niche. Ruth states the Kane County Chron-
icle, The Sun and Chicago Tribune were
big supporters of this organization and

(25 years old, that’s 117 in cat years!) and
keeping an eye on the pets in her neigh-
borhood.  

For more information about H.E.L.P. and
how you can adopt or foster a dog or cat,
go to www.helpinganimals.org.

-Woody & Betsy Meyers, Office Manager

On the roadwithWoody…
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