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A Note from our Board Certified Master Arborist

A Tree Disease You
Should Know Aboutwww.kramertree.com

630.293.5444

Fall brings 
cool weather
Great time to plant 

and prune!

Fall brings
change

Enjoy the display 
of colors! 

Fall brings
harvest time
Mulch perennials after
seasonal clean-up.

Bacterial Leaf Scorch (BLS) is a
chronic, eventually fatal disease

that can affect many common shade and
ornamental trees. Until recently, it is a
disease that has “increased under the radar”,
while other more well-known pathogen
pests like Emerald Ash Borer and Dutch
Elm Disease have occupied center stage. 

BLS symptoms are most noticeable in
late summer to early fall, especially when
trees are under moisture stress like we’ve
experienced with this summer’s drought.
Symptoms include premature leaf browning,
death of leaf margins and early defoliation.
An undulating or uneven separation
between live and dead tissue can occur later 

in the growing season. Occasionally, this 
area of separation is highlighted by distinct
yellow or yellow/red bands, commonly
found in trees like American Elm, Red Oak
and Sweet Gum. Trees such as Red Maple
and Pin Oak do not exhibit distinct bands 
of color. 

Ordinarily, one or two branches begin
showing symptoms in the first year of infec-
tion. Over the next several years, the 
number of infected branches increases
dramatically. Symptoms of BLS can resemble
many stress related and foliar diseases. For
the most accurate diagnosis of BLS, consult a
KTS Certified Arborist. As stated 

(continued on inside)

“our experience with the staff at kramer tree has been
First-class and we would definitely refer kramer tree
to anyone.”   –Jim & Rose C. (Bartlett)
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ALERT:

Fall Fertilization (PHC corner)

As we head into wi
nter, this year’s dro

ught has made it m
ore

important than ever
 to protect trees and

 shrubs. Fertilizing w
ill

assist in creating a 
healthy and strong 

landscape. Kramer T
ree

Specialists utilizes 
Bio-Green, an organ

ic-blend fertilizer t
hat

stimulates strong ro
ot growth while enh

ancing nutrient upta
ke

and storage. Bio-Gr
een consists of ben

eficial organisms th
at

increase vitality, ma
intain balanced healt

h, and help compens
ate

for conditions that 
may cause decline i

n the urban landsca
pe.

The fertilizer is injec
ted directly into the

 soil and can be done
 as

long as the ground 
is not frozen. Bio-G

reen should be app
lied

annually, for best re
sults. 

Fall is an excellent t
ime to fertilize trees

 and shrubs. If you h
ave

not yet authorized y
our proposal or are i

nterested in fall ferti
liza-

tion, contact the Plan
t Health Care Depart

ment at 630-562-016
0.

-Ben Deutsch, Plant 
Health Care Manage

r

In 37 years of business in Illinois, KTS
had not seen so much devastation,

block aer block and mile aer mile of
predominantly huge healthy trees, 

uprooted or split in the West Chicago area.
It is next to impossible to try and compre-
hend the stress and sadness of downed
trees on your home or your neighbor’s
home, losing majestic trees, no electricity

and 90° plus temperatures.
At that point, we were in the position

of accommodating only our current clients,
assessing the damage and prioritizing our
field crews.  Removal of storm damaged
trees on the ground or still upright is very
dangerous and requires trained arborists.
Our number one priority, as always, was to
do the work in the safest and most efficient
manner possible.

We prioritized our entire work load
towards storm damage clean-up. is
meant that we delayed all other scheduled
work until this was completed.  KTS appre-
ciated your understanding and patience
during this time.

KTS hopes that everyone affected by
the storms has recovered. We are back on
track and hope to have an “uneventful”
remainder of the year while continuing to
care for your trees in a timely manner.

“kramer once again excelled!! it is a very challenging time when we have so much
damage and to have a company that provides confidence is great!”  -Sandra T. (Lombard)

True or False:

Boxelder Bugs
» Best way to get rid of Boxelder bugs
in your home is to smash them.
(False. Crushing the bugs can leave
red stains. Use a vacuum to collect
and dispose of the bugs.)

» Seeds are Boxelder bugs favorite food. (True. These bugs feed
on Boxelder tree seeds found on the tree or on the ground.)

» Boxelder bugs bite. (False. The bugs do not bite humans or
carry disease.)

» Boxelder bugs are only found on trees. (False.They will over-
winter wherever they can find a warm protective location.)

» Emerald Ash Borers are not as big of a threat as Boxelder bugs.
(False. Boxelder bugs are of little importance to landscape and
tree professionals, unlike the devastating infestations of EAB.)

» Boxelder bugs usually congregate in masses waiting for the
newest version of iPhone. (False. Hopefully that was the
obvious answer. We’re just having some fun!)

When July storms rolled in...
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RETAIN... REMOVE... REPLACE...

THE RESOLUTION

We refashioned our “Featured Tree”
segment of our newsletter this

season to focus on the ever-changing world
of the Ash tree.  If you happen to be one of
the many homeowners with a White, Green
or Blue Ash that has been diagnosed with
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), or have an Ash
tree that is showing signs of an EAB infesta-
tion, you may want to take note of the
following replacement tree information.

If your Ash is not showing any of the
common signs (canopy dieback, D-shaped
exit holes, trunk sprouts), you may want to
RETAIN the tree and start a prevention
routine. If your KTS ISA Certified Arborist
recommends REMOVAL, then you may want
to REPLACE it. Here are just a few options to
consider when choosing that special replace-
ment tree:

» Assess the site. What purpose will the
tree serve, i.e. shade, privacy, focal point,
ornamental.

» Go native and local. A native tree locally
grown is more adaptable to Midwest
growing conditions, is able to resist nega-
tive effects of insect and disease problems
and will re-establish natural diversity and
restore our regional landscapes. The native
birds and insects will thank you too!

» Ask the professionals. Talk with your KTS
Arborist for their recommendations on
availability, types of shade individual
trees provide, along with ornamental
traits regarding bark, fruit, flowers and
fall color.  Be sure to ask which trees to
avoid that are undesirable for residen-
tial landscapes.

» Research the internet, Review the neigh-
borhood landscaping, Rediscover how
fun and interesting a visit to your local
nursery can be.

THE RESOLUTION: Which tree to choose?
The best defense against EAB is to plant
various species of trees that are disease-
resistant. Here are just a few recommenda-
tions from the U.S. Forest Service, The
Morton Arboretum and the EAB Reforesta-
tion Committee:

» Kentucky Coffeetree

» Accolade® Elm

» Ginkgo (male)

» Marmo Freeman’s Maple

» Swamp White Oak, Bur Oak, Chinkapin Oak

» Redmond Linden

Once a replacement tree is chosen, check for
any drainage issues in the planting area.
Also, you may want to amend the soil by
adding organic compost that provides nutri-
ents and enhances the soil’s texture and
water-holding capacity. Don’t forget to
apply a 3” layer of organic mulch around the
base to maintain moisture.  Finally, because
of the severe drought we experienced this
past summer, water all established and new
trees until the ground freezes. Afterwards,
you may sit back and revel in the beauty of a
job well done! For more information on
proper Mulch and Watering techniques, go
to: www.kramertree.com.

F E A T U R E D  T R E E  O F  T H E  S E A S O N

Plant Health Care
Recommendations
Annual Proposals

Keep your eyes open for this Spring’s
Annual Proposals and take advantage of the
discount offered.  Upon receipt of your
annual proposal, please call our Plant
Health Care Department at (630) 562-0160
to authorize your 2013 applications.

E-COMMUNICATIONS
KTS has re-launched our website
www.kramertree.com! Be sure to check out the
updated format and new pages. 

Visit         and         to review us online.

Recommend our services or review employ-
ment opportunities from our         page.

KTS                       page coming soon!

“Many thanks and we love to work with local independant
businesses with such great customer service” - Kathie M. (Batavia)

Bacterial Leaf Scorch (BLS)
(continued from front page)

earlier, a tree infected with BLS will ulti-
mately die; however, the progression and
expression of symptoms can be delayed by 
combining beneficial cultural actions
(watering, fertilizing, proper mulching, etc.)
with yearly injections of an antibiotic pesti-
cide containing oxytetracyclene. ese
treatments do not cure BLS infected trees,
but will prolong the life of the tree. 

e BLS bacterium is carried by several
species of leaf hopper. e insect feeds on
infected trees and infected non-woody
plants such as grasses, shrubs and flowers
and carries the infection to non-infected
trees. Unfortunately, most of these “carrier
plants” show no symptoms of infection,
making eradication next to impossible. 

Some tree species appear resistant to
BLS. Examples include American and Little
Leaf Linden, Yellow Buckeye and Kentucky
Coffeetree.  In addition, some oak species
appear resistant to infection. e key is to
diversify your tree selections as much as
possible. Kramer Tree Specialists can help by
providing a list of possible tree choices and
assisting in all other aspects concerning this
serious disease.

Harold Hoover
Kramer Tree Specialists, BCMA

Renee Sternberg
Plant Health Care Department



In October of 2011, Joe went golfing inNauvoo, Illinois.  Three days into the
trip, Joe called and said a cat was
following their group.  After 43 years of
marriage and 37 years of running our
business together, I have learned to ask
questions or I will not get all the informa-
tion. So I asked Joe, “Exactly what does
that mean, 'she’s following you?’” Well,
that meant they had bought cat food,
bowls, litter and a litter box because the
cat was spending the night in their room!
Although I knew it would be futile, I
asked Joe to talk to the golf course
owners to see if they knew the owners. 

The next night Joe called and to no
surprise, the owners of the golf course
said the cat had been around the entire
summer and they couldn’t keep her. With
winter approaching, Joe asked if we could
keep her.   Because I’m a practical person, I

was concerned
that our cats, Gus
and Buster, may
not react posi-

tively to a new cat in the house. Against
my hesitations, I gave in and hoped for
the best.

Joe came home the next night with our
“little girl”.  Since Joe hadn’t described
her, I wasn’t expecting to see a small, all
white, long haired cat. She was not only
beautiful, she was very sweet.  I was
hoping to give her a feminine name like
Rosie or Fiona, but Joe overruled me and
named her “Nauvoo”.  Nauvoo was
temporarily set up in a spare room, since
she was loaded with fleas and had not
been vaccinated or spayed. I didn’t want
to expose Gus or Buster or our dog,
Sparkle, to any health problems Nauvoo
may have had. The next day, Nauvoo went
to the vet for a check-up and vaccinations.
She was found to be a healthy, one year
old cat. The following week she was
spayed. Nauvoo was not happy with the
“collar”, but since she would not leave the
stitches alone, it remained in place except

for meal and
play times.
Nauvoo really
was a good
sport through
all the changes
and doctor’s
visits. My
worries about
how everyone
would get
along soon
disappeared.
Gus, Buster and Nauvoo enjoy grooming
and playing together. In addition, Nauvoo
took to Sparkle immediately. Nauvoo,
unlike the boys, doesn’t feel the need to
occasionally swat Sparkle with a paw. The
girls understand each other. 

Please remember to adopt your pet from
an Animal Shelter or breed rescue organi-
zation and to consider volunteering your
time.  The animals will thank you!

630.293.5444

www.kramertree.com

Jan Kramer
Don’t Shop - Adopt
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Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc.
300 Charles Court, West Chicago, IL 60185

UPDATES
New website format

www.kramertree.com

Subscribe to our blog

Facebook® page 
coming soon

Review us online

Moving? Take us with you!
Contact our office with your

new address so we can assist
you in caring for your new trees!

Woody Says...
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