
Test your knowledge on tree facts…

1) What tree has the widest canopy in the world?

2) What is the oldest living thing on earth?

3) Which of the following building materials is renewable? 
 a) cement   b) steel   c) brick   d) wood

4) What is the name for the type of trees that produce cones?

5) What is the name for the type of trees that lose all their 
 leaves or needles each year?

6) Name two trees with animals in their names.

7) How does growing trees help combat global warming? 

8) How many trees are planted in the U.S. each year?

9) What percentage of the earth’s land surface is covered in  
 forests?  a) 10%   b) 30%   c) 65%   d) 80%

10)  Which of the following does not contain products that 
 originate from a tree?  
 a) toothpaste   b) a football helmet   c) artificial vanilla flavoring   
 d) a Twinkie   e) vitamins

11)  Which of the following is strongest?  
 a) a pound of glass   b) a pound of steel   
 c) a pound of wood   d) a pound of concrete

12)  How much wood does an average American use each year?  
 a) 500 lbs   b) 1000 lbs   c) over 1 ton   d) over 2 tons

Answers on page 2

 Arbor Day is a nationally celebrated observance that encourages 
tree planting and care.  J. Sterling Morton and Arbor Day had their 
roots in a state known for its lack of trees – Nebraska.  Early settlers 
to the area missed the trees they enjoyed back east.  In 1872, the 
nature loving J. Sterling Morton organized Arbor Day to encourage 
families to plant trees.  It is estimated that more than 1 million trees 
were planted on the first Arbor Day.  The date of Arbor Day can vary 
by state, according to the best time for planting trees.

 Usually when homeowners are asked if they view tree care 
companies as attempting to plant the seeds of tomorrow today by 
working to be the stewards of trees, the answer typically is ‘no’.  Tree 
care companies are viewed as removers of trees.  KTS is passionately 
committed to encouraging homeowners to plant and protect trees 
for the benefit of the environment, today and into the future.  Your 
onetime purchase provides years of value to you and the planet.

Celebrate Arbor Day in Illinois on Friday, April 24th, 2009-

 -  Celebrate in a personal way by planting a tree yourself.  It is an 
    act of optimism and kindness, a labor of love and a commitment.
 -  Read a book about trees.  Learn to identify the trees in your yard 
    and neighborhood.
 -  Enjoy the outdoors.  Visit a local park or take a nature hike.  
     Research shows we all benefit greatly from daily connections 
     with the natural world.  And these interactions cannot be 
     reproduced indoors, on a computer, or on video. 
 -  Attend a class on tree and plant care.
 -  Volunteer with a local tree-planting organization.
 -  Give the gift of a tree; perfect for marking benchmarks in life 
     such as weddings, babies, the passing of a special person.

Visit www.arborday.org to learn more about Arbor Day! Or for local 
events and information visit Morton Arboretum at 

www.mortonarb.org
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Complete Professional Tree Care

CelebrATe Arbor DAy  
PlAnT IT ForwArD!

“Other holidays repose upon the past, Arbor Day proposes for the future.” 
– J. Sterling Morton, founder, Arbor Day 

Tree TrIVIA
We all benefit greatly from daily connections with the natural world; these benefits have a lasting impact.  

As John Muir stated, “Between every two pines is a doorway to a new world.”



FEATURED TREE OF THE SEASON
Maidenhair Tree

Ginkgo Biloba
 The Ginkgo is an amazing ornamental tree that is resistant to insects, 

fungus, and bacterial diseases.  The ginkgo is also called a “bearer of hope” 
because four trees growing at the epicenter of the atomic blast at Hiroshima 

survived and are alive today.

 Ginkgos originated in China, and the oldest recorded tree is 3,500 years 
old.  They are slow growing.  At 10-12 years, the Ginkgo can reach 20 feet tall, 

eventually reaching 50 feet high with a canopy 30 feet wide.

 One of the unique characteristics of the Ginkgo is its fan-shaped leaves.  
Leaves and branches are densely packed, creating plenty of shade.  Male 

forms of this species will not produce any fruit.  The female species develops 
a unique, rather odorous, large yellow nut containing a shiny, silvery seed.  
When planting a Ginkgo, ask the nursery for a male species if you wish to 

avoid the seed production. In some cuisines the nut is looked upon as a 
prized delicacy.  The Ginkgo is used for a variety of medicinal purposes.  

Flowers in spring are small in size and green in color.  Gray brown bark and 
shallow ridges give the Ginkgo an interesting appearance once leaves have 
fallen.  I n the autumn, the Ginkgo’s leaves fall from the tree within a day or 

two, making raking that much easier – you only rake once for the Ginkgo.

 The Ginkgo is an exceptional and resilient ornamental tree.  It survived 
over 150 million years, and is truly one of a kind.
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KTS is proud to introduce a new soil injection treatment, Lepitect, developed by our long-time partner in tree care, Rainbow Treecare 
Scientific Advancements.  Lepitect is the first and only soil injection treatment available for the control of gypsy moth caterpillars and 
bagworm caterpillars.  Until now, spray applications were the sole treatments for these defoliating pests.  Although spray applications 
remain very effective and we continue to recommend them, it is exciting to have another weapon in the arsenal of defense against 
these hungry caterpillars.  During mid to late spring, Lepitect is hydro-injected into the soil around the base of the vulnerable tree just 
prior to caterpillar activity.  The insecticide is absorbed through the tree’s root system and then moves throughout the tree, protecting 
it from damage.  Caterpillars attempting to feed on the treated tree are eliminated.  Because this is a time sensitive application, please 
contact your Certified Arborist or call the Plant Health Care Department at 630-562-0160 immediately to discuss a treatment program 
with Lepitect and spray applications that is right for you and your trees!

1) The banyan tree fits 2000 people under its 150 foot circumference.

2) No, not you, though you may feel that way some days.  
 A bristlecone pine tree is 4,000 years old.

3) Wood is the only raw building material that increases its 
 reserves annually.

4) Coniferous trees produce cones.

5) Deciduous trees lose their leaves or needles each year.

6) The dogwood and the horse chestnut.

7) Growing trees take in carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas!

8) 1.5 billion seedlings are hand planted each year.

9) 30% of the earth’s land surface is covered by forest.

10) None- they all contain products that come from trees.

11) Wood – pound for pound, wood is the strongest.

12) Over 1 ton of wood. Each year an average American uses over 43 
 cubic feet of wood and 681 lbs of paper, which is equivalent to one 
 100-foot tall tree, 18 inches in diameter.
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we Are onCe AGAIn ToUTInG THe beneFITS oF MUlCH – GeT THe wHeelbArrowS 
oUT oF STorAGe!

TO HELP GET YOU MOTIVATED THIS SPRING, WE ARE OFFERING A 10% DISCOUNT
OFF YOUR FIRST ORDER OF MULCH IF PLACED BY MAY 15TH, 2009.

CALL NOW TO PLACE YOUR ORDER!
630-293-5444

NOT SURE HOW MUCH YOU NEED?
VISIT: www.kramertree.com/mulch_calculator.html TO DETERMINE THE PROPER AMOUNT

The two most cost effective and important steps in providing for the health of your trees is to have them 
fertilized on an annual basis and  to properly mulch your trees.  Mulching out to the dripline (branch ends) 
or further, is the most beneficial.  Be creative and incorporate clusters of trees in one large bed! At Kramer 
Tree Specialists, our goal is to provide a quality product that is affordable and aesthetically desirable. We 
accomplish this goal by recycling the branches and chips from our tree care operations. This benefits the environment in two ways: by not adding 
to the landfill problem and by helping our clients affordably care for their trees. Remember to apply the mulch wIDe, not HIGH – do not mound 
the mulch up against the trunk of the tree.  Thousands of trees are lost annually due to improper mulching procedures.  

Your trees will THANK YOU for the many benefits they receive from proper mulching. Trees that are fertilized, watered and mulched are more 
resistant to disease pathogens and insect pests. As an added bonus, mulch helps retain soil moisture and is nature’s insulating blanket to maintain 
soil temperatures.
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Every two years or so Sue Wahlgren, the Director of the Cosley Zoo in Wheaton, calls upon us to replenish the housing and “playground” 
branches for the critters in their care.  When everyone is settled in their new “digs,” Sue is kind enough to provide us with great pictures, many 
of them are now framed and in our new office.

Our donations to Cosley Zoo and various environmental projects, allows us to reclaim the usefulness of trees that were removed due to 
advanced heartwood decay and therefore posing a liability to people and structures.  (Due to the decay, the trunks are hollow making great 
housing!)  The pruning of large trees affords the raccoons, squirrels and birds a playground and safe haven.

Whether it is the production of our mulch products, donations to nature centers, or decorating our office with birch logs and limbs, we waste 
no parts of trees removed or pruned, the trees live on providing us with their beauty and usefulness – KTS has been recycling in various 
forms for over 33 years!

C O S L E Y 
Z O O
A  P r e t t y  W i l d  P l a c e …
in the heart of DuPage County

 

Thanks  
for my  

playground!! 

 

Thanks Jan & Joe, I’ve always wanted my very own window. 

 

 

Hey!  This is my  Custom Kramer Log Home!!  Call Joe and get your own! 

 

 

Dreams do come 

true.  My very own 

Kramer Log Home! 

 Thanks!! 

MUlCH – A TREE’S BEST FRIEND…



Spring 2009

300 Charles  Court
West Chicago, IL 60185
www.kramertree.com

Printed on Recycled Paper

 When a homeowner agrees to have any work performed at their home and property, most homeowners would not think to ask that 
company or individual about a certificate of insurance.  Contracting work with uninsured or underinsured companies or individuals can be a 
very costly error.

 A certificate of insurance is often demanded in situations where liability and large losses are a concern.  Verification of workers’ 
compensation coverage is considered even more critical than verification of coverage for property damage.  A contractor may have one 
carrier or two different carriers for both forms of coverage.  One or two documents will be issued by an insurance company or broker to 
verify the existence of insurance coverage under specific conditions granted to listed individuals.  Documents provide evidence of workers’ 
compensation coverage and property damage coverage.  More specifically, the documents must list the effective date of the policy, the type 
of insurance coverage purchased, and the types and dollar amounts of the applicable liability.

 How do you know the certificate of insurance is valid?  Remember these key points:
 - Certificates must list agent, known as producer.
 - Name of company or individual you hire must be listed as insured.
 - Must show insurance company who provides the coverage, and there may be more than one.
 - Homeowners name and address should be listed as certificate holder.
 - Policy effective date and policy expiration date must appear on the form.  Duration is typically one year.
 - Watch carefully the issuance date – located in the top right corner.  It is the best indicator of validity.  Certificate should 
  be less than 30 days old.  If the contractor has not made monthly insurance payment, the certificate may not be valid.
 - Certificate of insurance must show the insurance coverage amounts/limits.

 Workers’ compensation rates for the tree care industry are higher than those for ironworkers.  Pause and reflect on the possible monetary 
damages that could become a homeowner’s liability if you contract with an uninsured company.  Protect yourself from lawsuits by uninsured 
contractors on your property.  These general guidelines for certificates of insurance provide you with criteria to evaluate potential companies.  
Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc. will provide current certificates of insurance upon request.

What Does ‘CertifiCate of insuranCe’ Mean to Me?

PLEASE HELP US IN OUR 
CONTINUING EFFORT TO 

“GO GREEN”
Would you prefer to receive our newsletter in digital form 
right on your computer?

Kramer Tree Specialists is offering our clients the option of 
receiving the newsletter as a digital file.

Visit: www.kramertree.com/gogreen.html to complete 
the form.  Our next newsletter will be going out in the fall, 
and you will then receive that issue based on your selected 
preference.

it’s not too Late to KeeP Your trees “Green”

CONTACT OUR PLANT HEALTH CARE DEPARTMENT TO 
SCHEDULE THE SPRING APPLICATIONS FOR THE CONTROL OF 
GYPSY MOTH, JAPANESE BEETLE, EMERALD ASH BORER AND 
BAGWORM.

TIME IS RUNNING SHORT!
CALL: 630.562.0160 OR EMAIL: phc@kramertree.com

As always, we recommend the fertilization of all urban trees on an annual 
basis to keep them resistant to disease and insects. A little known fact 
is the added benefit of soil aeration, (decreasing soil compaction, which 
is very beneficial to the trees roots) resulting from the hydraulic soil 
injection process.  remember, Bio-green Fertilizer, unlike salt-based 
fertilizers can be used all year depending on ground conditions.


